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Small Industries Development Bank of India and Tata
Capital Limited signed MoU for partnership for fi-
nancing MSMEs. The main focus of the MoU is on
growth and development of MSME ecosystem by
providing finance in the area of ??machinery/equip-
ment financing, working capital/CC/OD/business
loans etc. Risk sharing and joint financing will also
be considered while providing credit facilities to
MSME:s. SIDBI acts as the lead financial institution
for promotion, financing and development of the
micro, small and medium enterprises sector.
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technol-
ogy launched Aadhaar Sushasan Portal to stream-
line the approval process for Aadhaar authentica-
tion requests. Aadhaar Sushasan Portal allows both
government and private entities to obtain Aadhaar
authentication for public interest services. They can
use Aadhaar authentication for public services like
mnovation, knowledge, sharing and improving ac-
cess to essential services. This will help citizens
casily access services in sectors such as healthcare,
education, e-commerce and hospitality.

India's electricity demand is projected to grow at a
rate of 6.3% annually by 2027. This growth will be
higher than the 5% annual growth seen between
2015 and 2024. Electricity demand in the country
will grow by 6.3% per year from 2025 to 2027.
Electricity demand grew by 8.3% year-on-year in
2023, and 5.8% in 2024. By 2027, India will ac-
count for 10% of the growth in global electricity
demand. Solar PV generation is expected to grow
by more than 28% annually from 2025 to 2027.
RBI imposed a monetary penalty of Rs 39 lakh on
Citibank. The penalty was imposed for non-com-
pliance of certain directions related to large risk
framework and submission of credit information to
credit information companies. The apex bank had
also imposed a penalty of Rs 620,000 on Ashirvad
Micro Finance Ltd for failing to provide household
income information of certain borrowers to credit
information companies. It also failed to provide fact
sheets to certain gold loan customers.
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To promote adventure tourism in Maharashtra, the
state tourism department has planned to refit de-
commissioned naval warship INS Guldar and sink
it near Nivati ??Rocks in Sindhudurg district. It is
aimed at creating India's first artificial reef, which
will promote scuba diving tourism and conserve
marine biodiversity. The project is modelled on USS
Spiegel Grove and pieces of Thai Royal Navy ships,
where the decommissioned Florida has been reused
as an artificial reef.

Niti Aayog has said that India is ranked 5th among
the world's top economies, and its real GDP will be
$4.3 trillion by 2025. Citing the International Mon-
etary Fund, Nit1 Aayog said that India's real GDP is
on track to grow significantly, from $2.4 trillion in
2015 to $4.3 trillion in 20235. India also recorded the
highest inflation adjusted growth of 77% among the
top 20 countries, surpassing major economies like
China and the United States.

State Bank of India has revised India's GDP growth
forecast for FY2024-2025 to 6.3%, slightly lower
than the National Product Office's average of 6.4%.
The revision 1s mainly due to a slowdown in credit
flow, manufacturing sector and aggregate demand.
This estimate comes at a time when policymakers
are focusing on maintaining growth through finan-
cial institutions and museums. SBI Research has
made this revision based on the analysis of 36 high
frequency applicants. According to the bank, GDP
growth is expected to be between 6.2% to 6.3% in
the third quarter of FY 2025.

India is the second country in the world to launch a
digital pilot license. Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu has launched India's Electronic Per-
sonnel License. The electronic personnel license will
replace the traditional physical license. The electronic
personnel license can be accessed through the
EasyCA mobile application. The aim of this initia-
tive is to increase security, transparency and effi-

ciency in the process of pilot licensing.
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National & International Current Affairs

1. Recently, the government achieved a milestone by launching how many

FPOs to empower small farmers?

(A) 5,000 (B) 7,000

(C) 10,000 (D) 13,000

(C) Giving a significant boost to India's agriculture sector, the govern-
ment has successfully launched 10,000 Farmer Producer Organi-
zations. PM Narendra Modi launched the scheme to empower
small and marginal farmers by strengthening their collective bar-
gaining power and improving market access.

2. Who has been appointed as the new chairman of SEBI recently?

(A) S N Chandraseckaran  (B) Dhananjay Shukla

(C) Tuhin Kant Pandey (D) None of these

(C) Finance Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey has been appointed for a
term of three years. He will replace Madhabi Puri Buch. Her
appointment has been approved by the Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet. Madhabi Puri Buch's three-year term has been
completed on 28 February 2025. She is the first woman head of
SEBI.

3. Who has recently launched a satellite to detect water on the

moon?
(A) NASA (B) ISRO
(C) SpaceX (D) None of these

(A) NASA launched a dishwasher-sized satellite into space from Florida
to find out where there is water on the surface of the moon. The
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket carrying NASA's Lunar Trailblazer or-
biter took off from Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral.
Lockheed Martin's space division built the Lunar Trailblazer space-
craft.

4. Till when has the tenure of Chief Economic Advisor V Anant
Nageswaran been extended recently?
(A) March 2027 (B) March 2028
(C) March 2029 (D) March 2030
(A) Recently, the government extended the tenure of CEA Anant
Nageswaran till March 2027. Mr. Nageswaran's tenure till March
31, 2027 on contract basis was approved by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. On 28 January 2022, Mr. Nageswaran took charge as CEA
for a three-year term, replacing Krishnamurthy Subramaniam, who
had served in the post for three years.

5. When will Brazil host the BRICS summit in Rio de Janeiro re-

cently?
(A) March (B) June
(C) July (D) September

(C) The Brazilian government has announced that the next BRICS
summit will be held in Rio de Janeiro on July 6-7, which will in-
clude Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa and other member
countries. Leaders of 20 member and partner countries will par-
ticipate in this summit. The objective of BRICS is to strengthen
relations with developing countries and reform global institutions
under the leadership of Brazil.
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Which ministry has recently classified barite, feldspar, mica and

quartz as major minerals?

(A) Ministry of Education  (B) Ministry of Mines

(C) Ministry of Petroleum (D) None of these

(B) Barite, feldspar, mica and quartz have been removed from the list
of minor minerals and put in the category of major minerals. Quartz,
feldspar and mica are found in pegmatite rocks, which are impor-
tant sources of many important minerals. These minerals are im-
portant for new technologies in the energy transition from main-
land to space, spacecraft industry, healthcare sector, etc.

Where was the Praani Mitra and Jeev Daya Puraskar ceremony

organized recently?

(A) New Delhi (B) Mumbai

(C) Bengaluru (D) None of these

(A) Recently, the Animal Welfare Board of India, a statutory body
under the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, orga-
nized the Praani Mitra and Jeev Daya Puraskar ceremony at
Vigyan Bhawan Delhi. The event was organized to honor indi-
viduals and organizations who have made significant contributions
to promote animal welfare, conservation and compassionate be-
havior.

Who has recently won the Banaras Lit Fest Award 2025?

(A) Tarun Kumar (B) Ramesh Krishnamurthy

(C) Raj Kamal Jha (D) None of these

(C) Recently, Indian Express Chief Editor and writer Raj Kamal Jha
won the Banaras Lit Fest Award in the Reskin Bond Fiction Book
Award category for his novel The Patient in Bed No. 12 at the
Banaras Lit Fest Book Awards in Delhi. Which deeply examines
the social realities of contemporary India.

Who has recently inaugurated the One Nation One Port initia-

tive?

(A) Giriraj Singh (B) Sarbananda Sonowal

(C) Shivraj Singh Chouhan (D) None of these

(B) Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal launched several major ini-
tiatives of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. The
main objective of these initiatives is to modernize India's maritime
infrastructure and strengthen its global trade presence. The One
Nation One Port process is an initiative to standardize and stream-
line operations in major ports of India.

Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary, which was in the news recently, is

located in which state?

(A) Kerala (B) Karnataka

(C) Haryana (D) None of these

(A) Idukki district of Kerala is one of the most naturally rich places
and Idukki Wildlife Sanctuary is a prime example of this. Situated
at an altitude of 450.750 feet above sea level, this sanctuary is
situated between the Cheruthoni and Periyar rivers. Boating in the
beautiful lake spread around the sanctuary is a very romantic plea-
sure.
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